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Tom Cotton 
 
Hi – I’m the president of the local Green Party.  I’m a pro-active campaigner totally in line 

with the principles of environmentalism and non-violent direct action.  I’m also a vegetarian 

and run an organic food shop on the high street.  I believe the world is being destroyed by 

greed.  We need to get back in harmony with our world, respect our mother earth, and not 

abuse it like so many commercial enterprises do in order make the directors and shareholders 

rich.  

 

Yeah, for so long now we’ve seen our countryside turned into industrial sites and concrete 

jungles of new urban developments and motorways.  Sure, I appreciate the need for infra-

structural growth- that’s just a result of population increase.  You know - demographics.  But 

I also believe that expansion comes at an ecological price which is often too heavy to pay. Our 

environment needs protecting.  That’s why we have green belts.  But developers, or their 

investors, are often quite sly.  They know how to get around countryside protection legislation 

and send in the bull-dozers before anyone notices.  That’s why we have to fight them. 

 

I also have a bee in my bonnet about GM crops.  The whole ethic of big biotech companies 

monopolizing the production of seed through patents, and then holding farmers throughout 

the world liable when their crops are found to contain laboratory produced genes, is morally 

reprehensible.  I mean, these genes float around in airborne seeds, or are carried by insects, so 

can easily contaminated a non-GM field.  Besides, there’s no proof that GM crops are safe, 

give higher yields, or will solve a global food crisis. If anything, they increase the use of 

pesticides and they ignore the political causes of famine.  Those are the issues that we should 

really be addressing.   

 

However, it’s got to be said that I play it by the book.  I represent a political party embedded 

within the political system of a democratic country.  And so I must abide by the laws of the 

land.  Legal campaigning, I support.  But I refuse to be party to illegal activity, such as 

destroying fields of GM crops or construction equipment.  For the Green Party to have any 

political significance, winning parliamentary seats and influencing policy, it must stay within 

the law.   

 

                       ********************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Research                                                            Video 

What is the latest headline on the                         Watch: ‘The Wild Horses of Newbury’? 

Green Party internet site? 

 

                                                                                    What happened at Newbury? 

What is the opinion of ‘Charles 

 Eisenstein’ writing for ‘The guardian’                     Explain all to your group.  

on ‘GM crops’ (Oct. 2012)  ?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right :  

 

A                                                                    B                                                                                       Translation  

in line with                                  devious 

greed                                            protected zones outside towns & cities                                      

shareholders                               in agreement 

sly                                                 those who have company equity 

green belts                                  avariciousness 

                        ************* 

bull dozers                                   construction digging equipment     

have a bee in my bonnet          act correctly 

seed                                              productivity     

play it by the book                     be angry about something 

yields                                            grain 

                      *************** 

patents                                      to be associated with    

addressing                                discussing          

GM crops                                  biologically altered agricultural produce  

abide by the laws                    not break the rules 

to be party to                           legal production monopoly rights             

     

Comprehension Questions: 

  

Tom Cotton believes in using force to protect the environment     True/False 

How does Tom Cotton feel about shareholders? 

What does Tom Cotton say is objectionable? 

What is Tom Cotton’s attitude concerning GM crops?  

 



 

 

Greg Taylor 

 
Hi - Yeah, ‘power to the people’ and ‘up the revolution’; those are my mottos.  Yeah, you 

might call me an anarchist, but that’s not strictly correct. I just think that the fundamental 

principles underlying modern capitalist society need to be changed.  Capitalism benefits a few 

and disadvantages the rest.  It’s as simple as that - because it’s a system built on money, not on 

human relationships. No, I’m not against money, when used as a “symbol” of exchange and 

based on “trust” in future re-imbursement.  But when money is used as a tradable commodity 

in itself – well, in my eye, that’s society selling its soul to the devil.   

 

So, yeah, I campaign against Capitalism. You have to stand up for what you believe in.  I go 

on marches to protest against the giant multi-corporate enterprises making billions by creating 

human need through persuasive, subliminal advertising.  I publically criticize the fat cat 

directors living in the laps of luxury whilst the exploited workers, work.  I shame the super-

rich bankers playing dubious high-risk strategy games with our money for their own profit – 

and the inequalities of wealth where the rich get richer and the poor get poorer;   I deplore 

liberalism’s free market when it encourages the free trade of goods – for the benefit of wealthy 

capitalists and not for ‘the people’ – not to mention the destruction of traditional communities, 

from Amazonian jungles to African savannahs, as multi-national companies strip the land of 

its natural resources to pay for western CEO’s lavish lifestyles…. OK?  Got the picture?   

 

Yeah - I’ll go further than simply ‘campaign’ too.  Capitalism was born through imperial 

aggression - so I’ll fight to combat the establishment.  I’ll fight the police who protect and 

enforce this cruel state system.  I’ll throw eggs at the market leaders sitting in their ivory 

towers and smash their glass windows. I’ll paint graffiti over their walls; name and shame the 

squandering financiers, and discredit the politicians who work with them hand-in-hand. ‘A 

working class hero is something to be!’   ‘Citizens of the world unite!’  Absolutely! 

 

So – you may understand by now that I’m not too impressed with campaigners who just like 

to talk.  ‘Actions speak louder than words’.  If you want something done, or changed, you have 

to do something about it.  That’s why I’m not a member of the Green Party or any of these 

other groups that just like to discuss.  We need to act – now!  

 

 

                       *************************************** 
 

 

 

 

Who is ‘Banksy’?   

What is the latest headline on 

internet magazine:  Corpwatch ? 

Watch ‘Mouse land’ cartoon on you tube 

What is the central message? 

                                                                                     

Explain the cartoon to the group.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right :  

 

A                                                                B                                                     Translation  

 

mottos                                                marketable, 

underlying                                         slogans                

trust                                                    below, founding, 

tradable                                             betraying its principles        

selling its soul to the devil              confidence 

 

                ************************ 

stand up for                                       advocate, profess 

marches                                            complain 

protest                                               business tycoons  

fat cat directors                               extreme comfort 

the laps of luxury                            processions 

 

                ********************** 

 

 wealth                                             impose 

enforce                                             wasting 

dubious                                            fortresses 

ivory towers                                    richness   

squandering                                    unreliable            

 

 Comprehension Questions: 

 

Greg Taylor is a Marxist-Socialist.                 True/False 

What is Greg Taylor’s critique of Capitalism? 

How does Greg Taylor think we should fight against Capitalism? 

What does Greg Taylor think of organizations that don’t engage in pro-active action? 

 



 

 

Uriah Ngomo 

 
Hello there – I come from Nigeria.   I am a Human Rights campaigner and I can tell you that 

my country, Nigeria, has an appalling record on human rights - so I know what I’m talking 

about from experience.  In fact, I had to leave my country, Nigeria, after receiving death 

threats myself.  I was at the university in Lagos, at the time, studying law and I started 

speaking out against human rights violations in Nigeria.  Well, soon after, the intimidation 

and harassments started to arrive to silence me.   

 

But now that I am in the U.K I can speak out and proclaim that, yes, torture, unlawful killings, 

rape, disappearances, over-crowded prisons, hundreds on death row without fair trials, and 

forced evictions from houses and villages, all take place in my country of Nigeria.  And now, 

children working in gold mines are being poisoned, and the government does nothing about it.  

It’s a disgrace! 

 

So, after finishing my law studies in England, I began to take a more active role within Human 

Rights campaigns, in particular reporting on Nigeria.  I do a lot of work with ‘Amnesty 

International’.  This is voluntary work, although I also receive a salary from a local college for 

lecturing on human rights issues to a new generation of law students.  My wife supports me in 

all I do.  She is from Northern Ireland, a place that has also seen very difficult times, and so 

she understands my concerns very well.   We have a son and a daughter who would both like 

to visit Nigeria.  But I tell them to wait until they are both grown up.  

 

We simply have to change the world.  Musicians sing it, politicians say it, film actors express 

it, artists paint it … but still the abuses go on around the world -  not just in attacking individual 

rights, but also within the arms trade and wars; in the inefficiency of dealing with refugee 

crises and in not respecting international asylum laws; in dealing with poverty, drought and 

famine; in the denial of women’s rights; in the suppression of democratic demands such as the 

rights to hold peaceful protests; in the repression of civil liberties and freedoms of speech….   

 

                      **************************************** 

 
  

 

 

Internet research:                                                                       Video: 

 

What is ‘Human Rights Watch’?                                    Watch:   Human rights watch.  A   heavy price           

 What does Amnesty International do?                       TED talks.  Chris Abani: On Humanity                                                                                               

                                                                                    

                               

                                  Explain the need for human rights campaigns to your group.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right:  

 

A                                                        B                                                               Translation                          

appalling                                talk publically to oppose   

death threats                       illegal 

speaking out against            hassle 

harassment                           menace to kill 

unlawful                                 terrible 

             ********************* 

gold mines                            just court cases 

over-crowded                     quarries for precious yellow metal    

death row                            political protection                                 

asylum                                 too many people 

fair trials                              prison cells for the awaiting execution 

          ************************ 

lecturing                              teaching 

disgrace                               commercial exchange in weapons  

arms trade                          extreme   dryness 

drought                               calm demonstrations 

peaceful protests               shame 

 

Comprehension Questions:  

Uriah Ngomo has personally experienced human rights abuse     True/False 

What human rights abuses does Uriah Ngomo say exist in Nigeria? 

How does Uriah Ngomo fight against human rights abuses? 

Where does Uriah Ngomo say that human rights abuses go on globally?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Margaret Townsend 

 
Hello - You may have noticed that women are under-represented at this meeting.  But then, 

that reflects the paucity of women sitting on many committees, boards of directors, and 

working groups.  I mean, how many women politicians are there in your country?  How many 

women are there in top management positions in your country?  They call it a ‘glass ceiling’.  

Huh!  More like a ‘solid steel ceiling’, if you ask me.  

 

No, I’m not one of those hardened feminists who long to see men disappear from the face of 

the earth, despite men’s inherent need to control and dominate.  Yes, we may have in vitro 

fertilization now, but that doesn’t mean we can do without men. They still have their uses. Ha 

ha!  No, on the contrary, I absolutely believe in sexual equality.  In fact, I believe in all types 

of equality - gender, sexual orientation, ability and disability, class, race, age… you name it.  

We are all born equal and, no, some are not ‘more equal than others’.  Discrimination of any 

kind is a sin against humanity.  If we could only treat all our peers as equals, then a lot of 

social ills would automatically disappear.   

 

But yes, sure, women’s inequality is my particular bone of contention.  I’m not saying that 

giant steps haven’t been made towards women’s liberation – and thank goodness for the 

washing machine unshackling women from the kitchen sink – but in subtle ways, men still 

wear the trousers.  Just compare salaries and employment opportunities, and you’ll see.   Of 

course, the arrival of the contraceptive pill in the 60s has been greatly accredited with granting 

women sexual freedom, whilst mass ‘bra burning’ declared an end to living under male-

dominated societies.  But the continued oppression and subjugation of women can be seen 

wherever we look – I detest those advertising images of blond models sprawling over car 

bonnets! 

 

So, yes, combating discrimination within women’s rights is representative of tackling 

discrimination in other marginalized areas of society.  If you’re not male, white, non-

handicapped, hetero-sexual, middle-class (at least!), and aged between 18 and 50 - your salary, 

standard-of-living, and chance to achieve upward mobility is distinctly less.  That’s what I 

campaign against.  I’m anti-discrimination of all kinds.  

 

                              ****************************************** 

 
 

Internet research                                                                              Video :  

 

 Who were the ‘suffragettes’?                              Watch:  United Nations Secretary General, Ban  

                                                                              Ki-Moon, speak out against discrimination.  

What’s the best thing about being a woman? 

(BBC Express English)  

                                                                             - Stories from women’s liberation movement 

 

 

             What is women’s lib?   Explain the expression and its history to your group.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right:  

A                                                   B                                                           Translation 

paucity                                 wrong-doing 

glass ceiling                        dispense with 

long                                     class or social prejudice  

do without                         shortage 

sin                                        desire 

 

           ****************** 

peers                                   giving 

ills                                        freeing, liberating 

bone of contention         colleagues     

unshackling                      pathologies, problems 

granting                            advancement 

 

          ******************* 

sprawling on                     level of life    

bonnets                             social advancement 

tackling                               lying on 

standard-of-living             car hoods 

upward mobility               dealing with  

 

 Comprehension Questions:      

 

Margaret Townsend believes men and women are equal       True/False? 

How does Margaret Townsend think women are under-represented in life? 

How does Margaret Townsend think we can deal with many of today’s social problems?  

Where else does Margaret Townsend see discrimination in today’s society? 



 

 

Ian MacCormack 

 
Hi – so, yes, I’ll give you some background information about myself, but I’d rather you didn’t 

spread it around outside of this group because some of my activities are not, exactly, legal. 

Know what I mean?  You see, I’m an animal rights activist and I believe that we have the right 

to resort to extreme measures to protect animals.  I mean, they can’t protect themselves, can 

they?  And someone has to speak out against the barbaric treatment they receive… and act to 

prevent it! 

 

Yeah, I’m sure you know what I’m talking about – the testing of drugs, cosmetics and 

household products on animals causing millions of deaths a year – and I’m not just talking 

about laboratory rats, but also monkeys, rabbits, pigs, horses… all types really.  The animals 

are poisoned, blinded, infected, burnt, tortured and dissected whilst still alive – that’s called 

vivisection.  I mean, how cruel and barbaric can you get?  And it’s all hushed up in laboratories 

as private companies keep their activities quiet.  Then there’s mistreatment of circus animals, 

zoo animals, animals used for sport, and domestic pets; not to mention using animals for 

clothing and food.  It’s terrible – terrible!  I’m a vegan, of course.   

 

So, yeah, to put you in the picture, a lot of what we animal rights campaigners do is 

investigative work, sometimes undercover, trying to raise public awareness and encourage 

governments to change laws.  But since our protests often fall on deaf ears, and since animal 

abuses continue day in-day out, we are obliged to take the law into our own hands; nothing 

directly violent against individuals, you understand, but sabotage and arson attacks may be 

carried out to stop operations.   

 

Yeah, it’s a risky business and several campaigners have been imprisoned or even killed for 

their actions.  That’s sad, very sad.  But their imprisonments and deaths inspire us to carry on 

the fights against the atrocious treatment that so many animals in captivity receive.   

 
                                 ********************************************* 

 

 

        

 

 

 

Internet research:                                                                    Video: 

 

Who were Jill Phipps, Barry Horne, and SHAC?             Watch:    PETA TV  

 

What does Avaaz.org say about animal rights?                Describe a report on this TV   

                                                                                           channel to your group.                                                                                        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right:  

 

A                                                            B                                                Translation  

spread it around                    detergents, polishes etc. 

speak out against                  live dissection  

household products             verbally protests 

blinded                                    tell everyone 

vivisection                              visually impaired      

 

          ********************* 

hushed up                             fill you in on a situation 

pets                                       domestics animals  

vegan                                     secretive 

put you in the picture         made quiet 

undercover                           non-eater of animal products 

 

         ********************** 

raise public awareness          aren’t heard 

fall on deaf ears                      awful 

arson                                        make people conscious about something 

risky                                          dangerous 

atrocious                                 secretive 

          

Comprehension Questions: 

            

Ian MacCormack fights against animal right activists    True/False 

Why does Ian MacCormack sanction breaking the law? 

In what way does Ian MacCormack suggest some private companies keep their businesses ‘hushed up’? 

What risks is Ian MacCormack prepared to take? Why?  

 



 

 

Amrita Gupta 

 
Hello - or ‘Namaste’ as we say in India; my grandparents’ country of origin - they moved to 

Britain in 1948 following the partition of India, into India and Pakistan, when the British Raj 

came to an end.  If you’ve seen the film ‘Gandhi’, you’ll know what I’m talking about, and 

you’ll know of the wars and the refugee crises resulting from this partition:  Millions killed, 

millions forced from their lands. And the flow of refugees into India is never ending.   Afghans, 

Tibetans, Sri Lankans et al flood into India where refugee camps are now part of the landscape.   

 

Although born-and-bred British, I have family in India.  I stay with them when I tour the 

refugee camps to assist local NGOs and help overseas humanitarian agencies provide for the 

needs of the refugees. This can be anything from immediate medical needs to food and water, 

clothes, blankets, tents - and to longer term considerations such as education, agricultural and 

fishing equipment, tools, wells, electricity supplies, telecommunications, and micro-finance 

programs in order to encourage economic autonomy.   

 

But my role is wider than just visiting refugee camps in India - the refugee issue is global and 

statistically staggering. Did you know that over 40 million people in the world have been 

forcibly evicted from their homes to become refugees or ‘internally displaced persons’?  That 

includes over 26 million people seeking asylum from ‘fear of persecution’ by their own 

countries of origin.  Voluntary repatriation is the preferred solution, when the wars and 

fighting is over.  But that can be years, and so resettlement to a third country may be 

advocated.  Integration into neighbouring countries is the other, and most common solution.  

But this is the least acceptable solution and generally ends up with people living in these 

refugee camps year in, year out.   

 

So – I’m here to raise public awareness to the refugee issue, and to raise money.  Imagine a 

population the size of Britain or France - homeless.  That’s a reality.  Yes, it’s staggering and 

without food and shelter, many die.  It’s urgent.  It’s now.  Please help! 

 

            *************************************** 

 
 

 

 

Internet Research:                                                          Video: 

 

Read an article on the latest news of –              Watch:  India - young and alone.  UNHCR 

UNHCR site  

 

Check refugee figures on-                                 Watch any ‘Scoop it!’ video ‘refugee 

international.org’                                               report on refugees. 

.  

 

                               Report on the articles and videos to your group  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the words on the left, from the text, with their definitions on the right:  

 

A                                                       B                                                                             Translation  

partition                               bed covers 

et al                                       practical devices for practical work   

flood                                     ‘and others’ 

blankets                              stream  

tools                                     division 

 

        ************************ 

wells                                     political protection                              

staggering                           water holes 

evicted                                 amazing, overwhelming 

fear of persecution           returning to one’s home country    

asylum                                 ejected 

repatriation                        frightened of attack 

 

     ******************************* 

 

resettlement                         making people know about something  

ends up with                          a roof over one’s head 

raise public awareness        accommodation in a different country 

homeless                               finishes with 

shelter                                   having nowhere to live 

 

Comprehension Questions:         

Amrita Gupta’s parents fled to Britain to avoid conflict in India in the late 1940?  True/False 

How does Amrita Gupta help to provide aid to refugees? 

What solutions does Amrita offer to deal with the refugee situation? 

What role does Amrita Gupta play vis-à-vis the global refugee problem?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaigners Collective Meeting 

 

First ever Meeting - scheduled for 6 p.m. Saturday, 23th June 

Venue:  Meeting room above White Lion pub, London Road, Little Midden.  

Participants: Tom Cotton, Greg Taylor, Uriah Ngomo, Margaret Townsend, 

                             Ian MacCormack,  Amrita Gupta 

           _____________________________________________________________ 

Agenda: 

1. Nominate a Chairman of the group. The chairman will have a  

deciding vote in cases where votes taken are equal. 

 

2. Nominate a member of the group to take minutes. 

 

3. ‘Round the table’: Introduce yourselves and individual concerns. 

 

4. Decide on a policy statement which represents the interests of all the 

group. 

 

5. Decide on the two most pressing issues to concentrate on. 

 

6. Brainstorm an ‘awareness raising event’ to attract new members and to 

raise money. 

 

7. Decide whether violence ever be justified in reaching your objectives 

and what action to take regarding members who break the law 

 

8. Design a poster for your group 

 

         _____________________________________________________ 

 


