
Logic Problems 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

A farmer has just visited a local market and has bought a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage. However, the 

shortest way home involves a river crossing, and the farmer has a very small boat, which can only carry 

the farmer and one of the purchases. 

Only the farmer can row the boat.  

If the farmer leaves the wolf alone with the goat, the wolf will eat the goat.  

Similarly, if the farmer leaves the goat with the cabbage, it will eat the cabbage. 

Can you help the farmer get everything to the other side of the river? 

 

3. Sheikh's Inheritance 

 

An Arab sheikh tells his two sons to race their camels to a distant city to see who will inherit his fortune. 

The one whose camel is slower wins. After wandering aimlessly for days, the brothers ask a wise man 

for guidance. Upon receiving the advice, they jump on the camels and race to the city as fast as they 

can. 

                                             What did the wise man say to them?  



 

3. The 4 litre challenge 

 

 

 

You have a 3 and a 5 litre water container, each container has no markings except for that which 

gives you it's total volume. You also have a running tap. You must use the containers and the tap in 

such a way as to exactly measure out 4 litres of water. How is this done? 

 

4.  Film casting  

A film director wants an actress for the lead role of ‘Lucy’.  He wants an actress who perfectly fits the 

description of ‘Lucy’ that appears in the original story. The story describes Lucy as an average-sized, 

forty something redhead, with deep brown eyes, very fair skin, and a brilliant smile. The casting agent 

has four actresses in mind: 

 

Actress #1 is a stunning red-haired beauty who is 5'9" and in her mid-twenties. Her eyes are brown 

and she has an olive complexion. 

Actress #2 has red hair, big brown eyes, and a fair complexion. She is in her mid-forties and is 5'5". 

Actress #3 is 5'4" and of medium build. She has red hair, brown eyes, and is in her early forties. 

Actress #4 is a blue-eyed redhead in her early thirties. She's of very slight build and stands at 5'.  

  

Who should he choose? 

 

 

 

 



 

5a.  Grid logic problem 1:    Use the grids to help solve the puzzles! 

 

These logic problems are in increasing difficulty.  Begin simple. Mark cross (X) in the 

grid when statements not possible at that time e.g. Lions – not possible at 6:30 – “fed 

after the zebras”. Mark a tick (      ) when possible. Then answers will arrive! 

 

            _______________________________________________________ 

Zookeeper George was in charge of feeding all of the animals in the 
morning. He had a regular schedule that he followed every day. Can 
you figure it out from the clues?  

 

1. The giraffes were fed before the zebras but after the monkeys. 
2. The bears were fed 15 minutes after the monkeys. 
3. The lions were fed after the zebras. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5b.  Grid logic problem 2 

 

Five sisters all have their birthday in a different month and each on a different day of the week.  

Using the clues below, determine the month and day of the week each sister's birthday falls. 

 

1.Paula was born in March but not on Saturday. Abigail's birthday was not on Friday or Wednesday.  

2.The girl whose birthday is on Monday was born earlier in the year than Brenda and Mary.  

3.Tara wasn't born in February and her birthday was on the weekend.  

4.Mary was not born in December nor was her birthday on a weekday. The girl whose birthday was 

in June was born on Sunday.  

5.Tara was born before Brenda, whose birthday wasn't on Friday. Mary wasn't born in July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5c.  Grid logic problem 3 

 

1. Wanda, whose last name wasn’t Frost, didn’t plant her spruce tree by the patio. 

2.Tracy planted her tree before Mrs. Dart but after the woman who planted the ash tree. 

3.Mrs. Best, whose first name wasn’t Sally, planted her tree in the front yard, but not on Friday. 

4.Rhonda didn’t plant her tree on Monday. 

5.Mrs. Grand planted her tree before the woman who planted her tree in the back yard. Rhonda 

didn’t plant the cherry tree. 

6.The trees were planted, in chronological order, as follows: Mrs. Frost, in the garden, Wanda, the 

maple tree. 

 

 

 



 

5d. What did you order? - a logic problem by Shelly Hazard 

Five bachelors who all lived in the same apartment building each ordered an item from the 

same catalog. Unfortunately, the shippers got confused and each item was delivered to the 

wrong apartment. Can you determine each man's full name, what each man ordered and what 

was actually delivered, and which apartment each man lived in. 

1. Roger, who doesn't live in an end apartment, ordered the Television set. Tom lived next 

door to the man who received the dishware.  

2. Mr. Weiseman, who didn't receive the automotive tools, lives two apartments from the 

man who ordered the downhill skis and one apartment from Harry.  

3. Ed, whose last name isn't Smith, lives in apartment #3 but he didn't receive the 

automotive tools. Mr. Smith, who doesn't live in apartment #4, ordered the golf clubs but 

he received the item that Mr. Campbell ordered, which wasn't downhill skis.  

4. The bachelor in apartment #1, which isn't Tom, ordered what Al received. The man in 

apartment #2, who didn't receive the golf clubs, lives next door to where what he ordered 

was delivered.  

5. Mr. Bates didn't order the downhill skis. The television set was not delivered to Ed's 

apartment.  

6. Tom lives in apartment #5. 

 

 



 

 

6. Road Sign Mix-Up 

The how-to-drive manual is being updated and somehow all the road sign definitions got mixed up. 
The pictures below are actual road signs. The descriptions below are the definitions of the road signs. 
Can you match them all up correctly? 

     

     

     

     

 

 
    

 road merges  

 airport  

 four-way intersection  

 stop ahead  

 bike lane  

 road narrows  

 pedestrians  

 caution - snowmobile crossing  

 grade  

 narrow bridge  

 bump  

 caution - deer crossing  

 falling rocks  

 road enters from right  

 divided highway ends  

 two-way traffic  

 playground  

 slippery when wet  

 railroad crossing  

 traffic signal ahead  

 

 

 



7. Deduction questions – ask questions to solve the problem 

 

7a. A man goes around the streets of London with his car and then stops outside 

a hotel.  The moment he stops, he knows he has just lost all his money and 

become bankrupt.  Why?  

 

7b.  A man leaves his 15th floor apartment every morning. He takes the lift to the 

ground floor and goes to work.  When he returns in the afternoon he takes the 

lift to the 11th floor and then walks up the stairs to his apartment on the 15th 

floor.  Why? 

 

7c.  A man is lying dead in a telephone box near a lake. There is broken glass on 

the floor.  What happened? 

 

8. Find the missing letter – it is not ‘E’! 

 

?      T     T      F     F  

S      S     E      N    T 

E      T    T       F     F 

S      S     E      N    T 

         
9. How far can the rabbit run into the forest? 

  

               

_____________________________________ 

All for now, 

Phil NEWMAN  


