
Nine Men’s Morris 

To play: One board, nine counters per player 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

                                                               

                                                     

 

 

 

Players read instructions below: Instructions divided into part A and Part B 

Part A: 

 

1. Players take it in turn to place counters on line at corners OR at line 

intersections.  

2. Players try to make lines of three. Line must be connected. No diagonals. 

3. If a player makes a line of three, the player removes any of the opponent’s 

counters of their choice. 

4. A counter that is in a line of three may not be removed. 

5. Players continue until all pieces have been placed on the board. 

 

Part B: 

 

1. Players move counters along the lines, one move per turn, and one line 

section only.  Diagonal moves not allowed.  

2. Players try to make lines of three in order to remove an opponent’s piece of 

their choice.  

3. A counter that is in a line of three may not be removed 

4. A counter may be moved out of a line of three, and then replace the following 

move. 

5. Players continue until one player had no counters left on the board.  



Notes for teachers: 

 

1. The board must be horizontal and a minimum of A4 size. 

2. Counters can be anything e.g. coins, shells, stones, paperclips….etc. 

3. Ss should work out the rules together, but check they understand. 

4. When playing in pairs or teams encourage Ss to discuss strategies. 

 

 

 

Typical language needed: 

 

              Suggestions language: Why don’t we…, We could…, What if we….,  

                                                              What about…., What do you think…. 

 

             Asking for confirmation:  Do you agree? How does that sound?  

 

              First conditionals: If we go there, then they will (have to) go there… 

                                                       If we take off that piece, then next move…. 

 

 

 

 Follow up:   Once Ss have learnt the game they can challenge other pairs/teams.  

 

 

                             __________________________________________ 
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