
Bad English? 

The following people make repetitive mistakes in particular areas when speaking English. Match the 

language problems (A-F below) with the language points in the box: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now – can you correct the speakers’ English? 

A. There are two things that annoy me when I’m driving: Jams traffic and lights traffic.  

But, I keep calm by listening to music classical on a station radio. I have once seen a case 

of rage road, though, when a man got so angry he drove on the pavement, lost control, 

and hit a light street. Served him right bloody!  

C. In my garden there is apple tree. It is the big tree.  Sometimes I take the chair, with 

book, and the glass of wine to read under a tree. In summer, when a sun is shining, it 

can be hot. But a tree gives me the shade, and I can pick apple directly from branch.  

B. Yesterday, I cook pizza. I’m always making my own pizza base, it was very easy. So, 

yesterday, I use flour, olive oil, yeast, a pinch of salt and warm water. I’m mixing this 

together in a bowl; knead the dough; have let it rise, and roll it out when it will be ready. 

D. Last summer I didn’t arrive to go on holiday. This was a big deception. I normally 

spend time with an ancient friend and I have great souvenirs of our past holidays 

together. Anyway, the problem was my boss said I had to participate at a conference.  

This was terrific news.  So, actually, I’m taking an extra-long holiday. 

F. You might listen to my friend, Pierre, about France. He shall give great advice. First 

rule – you don’t have to drive on the left. Oh! And you shouldn’t love the wine here. 

But if you come in winter it’s possible it would be cold. You can’t need a warm coat.  

E. Quick! I don’t have many time and I have much things to tell you. We have much 

guests at the weekend for dinner and we need to buy many food.  We also need a little 

bottles of wine and a few pasta; but not too many. It’s just something small I’m making 

for the starter.  

Modal verbs           tenses                   adjectives                           articles                             

collocations             uncountable/countable nouns                false friends   

G. My girlfriend is the more beautiful girl in the world. She’s not quite as slim than Kate 

Moss, but she has these blue, round, big, great eyes that I adore, and she has more 

blonder and silker hair than anyone I’ve ever known. She’s the goodest girlfriend ever! 


