
Discourse markers & linking words 

A. 

 

 

 

 

Meanings (other possible words in brakets): 

1. Being open : Quite honestly, to be quite honest, to tell you the truth, admittedly 

2. Emphasize clarity of next point : clearly, of course, (obviously,) 

3. Strengthening next point : as a matter of fact, of course, after all (naturally, undoubtedly) 

4. Not normal meaning : so as to speak (as it were, if you like) 

5. 'After thought' + contrast:   mind you, besides (still) 

6. Change of topic : anyway, by the way (incidentally, moving on) 

7. Return to previous topic : anyway - as I was saying... 

 

Examples: 

1.  Quite honestly, I don’t think Marseille have much chance of winning the cup! 

2. Clearly, Marseille are going to lose. 

3. As a matter of fact, Marseille haven’t got a hope in hell! 

4. Mind you, they played extremely well last season 

5. Anyway, have you seen the weather forecast today? 

6. Anyway, as I was saying, Olympic Marseille are not on form this year.  

           _______________________________________________ 

Prepare a two minute speech on a news item and use these terms as often as possible. 

e.g.  Climate change, migration in Europe, World cup football 2016 in Qatar - you choose 

words/expressions: 

anyway, as a matter of fact, clearly, quite honestly, admittedly, to tell you the truth, after 

all,of course, basically, obviously, so to speak, as I was saying before,  

 

 



B. 

Contrasts and contradiction 

 

 

 

 

Read the following sentences to understand words in bold – in context. 

1. We played well, but we lost the match (mais) 

2. We played well. But we still lost the match, though.  (quand même) 

3. We played well. However (nevertheless, yet),  we still lost the match. (cependant, encore) 

4. Although we played well, we lost the match.  (Bien que) 

5. Even though we played well, we lost the match.  (Stronger sense than ‘although’) 

6. Despite playing well, we lost the match (en dépit de..)                  +  Ving/  + noun     

7. In spite of playing well we lost the match (en dépit de...)               + Ving/ + noun               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

but, however, nevertheless, yet, mind you 

in spite of ..., despite, 

although, though, even though 

Try for yourselves :  

 

1.  I didn’t recognize her _____________ I’d met her twice before 

 

2. I’d met her twice before.    __________ I _______ didn’t recognize her. 

 

3.  ______________ I’d met her twice before, I didn’t recognize her 

 

4.  ______________ meeting her twice before I didn’t recognize her. 

 

5.   _____________  the rain, we didn’t get wet.  

 



C. 

concession                                     counter-argument 

A                                                           B  

 

 

                              ________,                                           __________________.   

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

1.  Admittedly, Marseille are a good football team.  However, they’re not as good as Lyon. 

2.  It’s true that Marseille are in the top division.  Nonetheless, they’re no match for Lille. 

3.  To be sure, Marseille have fine players.  Even so, they don’t have the skills of Nantes. 

 

 

 

 

                                  

                                    

 

 

Admittedly 

 

It’s true that 

 

To be sure 

However, 

 

but, yet... 

 

nevertheless... 

 

nonetheless 

 

even so... 

Create concession – counter-argument phrases : 

 

Agree nuclear power stations are a danger, but…… 

Agree solar power is a solution to our energy problems, but... 

Agree the financial crisis is over, but... 

Agree Sarkozy’s popularity has declined, but... 

etc. 



 

D.  

re-phrasing :  

I mean..., that's to say..., to put it another way... 

                                                                  I mean, I don’t really believe Marseille are no good. 

These football examples are just for fun   That’s to say, I’m just having a laugh. 

                                                                   To put it another way.  It all a joke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 

 
Explain your position on : 

 

GM crops 

Nuclear energy                                                                          

Corruption in banking  

Marseille football 

Women’s equality at work 

 

Re-phrase often to 

clarify.  


